
FDSCTE 8991 Graduate Seminar, Spring 2018 (1 credit) 

Instructor:  Dr. V.M. (Bala) Balasubramaniam, Professor of Food Engineering. 333 Parker Food 

Science and Tech Building Tel: 614-292-1732  

Course Description: Seminar presentations by invited external speakers, OSU faculty members 

and graduate students. Students learn on how to make effective presentations by observing 

presentations given by invited experts, peers as well as through their own. 

Time:  Wednesday 4-5 pm at Parker Food Science and Tech building Room 118. 

Prerequisites: Open to graduate students 

Expected Learning Outcomes:  

 The students will gain insight on public speaking, organization of a scientific talk and 

transmitting complex ideas to a diverse audience through observing various speakers as 

well contributing to the presentations 

 The student will learn about scientific presentation and how to effectively communicate 

with peers and the general public  

Learning Objectives:  

 The students will learn to synthesize concepts, present the results of research in a 

logical and understandable manner to peers.  

 Students gain appreciation for the importance of communicate scientific concepts to the 

general public in easy to follow manner.  

Course Organization: 

We meet once a week. Instructor encourage active student discussion and questions during 

various presentations. Attendance will be taken via distributing a signup sheet. 

(a) Doctoral students conducting dissertation research will have opportunity to share their 

research during 30 min presentation. This includes about 22 min presentation and 8 min 

for question and answer from the audience. 

(b) Masters students pursuing their thesis research will have about 12 minutes for 

presenting their thesis research followed by 3 min question and answer from audience. 

(c) Learn how to constructively evaluate peer (student) presenters and provide feedback.  

(d) Student presenters will submit a brief (1-2 page) self-assessment that summarize their 

own learning experience, feedback received from peers and faculty, areas of 

improvement, and future plans on improving their presentations.  

Schedule: See attached seminar schedule. Schedule will be posted in the department website. 

Weekly seminar announcements will be made 



Grading: Based up on student attendance, active participation, and student self-assessment 

report. 

Carmen: Carmen is the primary web-based course management system supported by the Office 

of Information Technology (OIT) at the Ohio State University. To log into Carmen and see your 

online courses, first use your web browser to open a link to carmen.osu.edu. A login box is on 

the left side of the screen that appears. Type your username and password and click on the Log 

In button. In most cases, your Carmen username is the same as your OSU Internet username 

(the name you use for checking your e-mail, etc.). For example: doe.999. When entering your 

username, be certain your caps lock is off and that you type it all in lowercase. If you are having 

problems, please contact Carmen at (614)688-HELP (4357) 

 

Academic Misconduct: “It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate 

or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The 

term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; 

illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with 

examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee 

(Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct 

http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/."  

Disability Services: “Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability 

Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of 

their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 

telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 


